
April 20, 2020 
 
Hello Parents and Guardians, 
 
The Governor’s executive order from April 2, 2020 suspended in-person instruction for students for the 
remainder of the school year.  This directive has brought about a flurry of activity within the 
departments of South Lyon Community Schools.  As you may have read from the district 
correspondence on April 16, 2020, a continuity of learning application has been submitted and 
approved by our Intermediate School District, Oakland Schools.  During the week of April 13, School 
staff members participated in professional development and staff meetings to help prepare for 
assisting students as they learn remotely.  Beginning April 20, 2020 our teachers will begin their 
instruction in our new manner.  
 
This correspondence is being provided to help families understand how services for students who 
have special education needs will be delivered. 
 
Students with disabilities are particularly vulnerable during this shift in the delivery of instruction.  It is 
critical that our staff members and families work together to help our students access and benefit from 
the instruction that is being provided.  While during this national emergency, we will be working 
towards providing all services that are outlined in each child’s Individual Education Plan (IEP).  This 
will look different while working remotely, but you can expect staff to be creative in their ways to help 
your child grow.  For some students disability-related accommodations and services may be effectively 
provided online.  These may include, for instance, extension of time for assignments, videos with 
closed captioning, accessible reading materials, and program/ancillary services being provided 
through video conferencing.  In addition, lowtech strategies, such as curriculum-based resources or 
instructional packets, may meet the needs of our unique learners.  As we begin to live into our 
continuity of learning, it will be important to emphasize that flexibility will be needed as we plan to meet 
the individual needs of students with disabilities.  
 
In the next few weeks, district staff members will begin inviting students to virtual meetings.  These 
meeting groups will be similar to the groups that occur within our school buildings.  Small groups that 
were established while at school will also begin.  In some occasions, individual meetings will occur to 
best meet the needs of students.  These meetings are intended to provide the supports that students 
need to access the curriculum provided from their general education courses and to support 
maintenance and growth of their individual IEP goals. 
 
For times when virtual learning is occurring through Google or other platforms, there are important 
facts that each family should consider.  First, parents/guardians have the right to opt out of virtual 
services.  You need to work with your child’s caseload manager/special education teacher to discuss 
this option.  Our staff will work with you to identify if there is another way to deliver the instruction. 
During times in which instruction is being delivered virtually, there may be times of technology 
disruptions.  Another considerations include: 
 

● that recordings of online sessions may occur if a staff member is meeting individually with a 
student, should this occur, you will be informed prior to the individual session.  Should a parent 
wish to record a virtual learning session, they must work with a district administrator to discuss 
this request.  It should be noted that neither parents nor students should be recording any 
virtual learning meetings.  
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● all information disclosed in virtual meetings are confidential and may not be disclosed to anyone 
without written authorization, except where the disclosure is permitted and/or required by law. 

● privacy laws that protect the confidentiality of student information apply during the virtual 
meetings unless an exception to confientialiity applies (i.e. mandatory reporting of child abuse, 
danger to self or other).  

● should a student express suicidal or homicidal thoughts during a virtual meeting, staff will be 
directed to follow district policies for informing parents and administrators.  

● group lessons may be offered to students.  It is expected that parents discuss the social 
expectations with their children.  Things to discuss include how to mute the microphone to 
ensure noises (eg. dogs barking or home conversations) from being heard by others in the 
group.  The same type of concerns should be discussed of how virtual meetings allow the other 
members to see people and images such as the room that the student is participating from in 
the home.  

 
During the next few weeks, IEP meetings will be conducted.  The meetings will be conducted virtually 
so that all members of the IEP Team can contribute.  Staff members will contact you to determine a 
mutually agreeable time/date for the meeting and they will be able to give you more information about 
accessing the virtual platform.  
 
The implementation of our district continuity of learning plan is occurring and while we would like to 
think that every detail  has been worked out, we recognize that it is likely we have overlooked 
something.  In instances in which a detail has been overlooked, you are encouraged to reach out to a 
district administrator to alert them.  If there are changes that we need to consider, our district will 
address each.  Your understanding of the unique situation that our education system is working 
through is greatly appreciated.  
 
Sincerely, 
/s/ 
Sue Toth 
Director of Special Education 
South Lyon Community Schools  
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